Super 400 Guitar Ensemble Syllabus Fall 2023

Instructor: Wes Case - Pronouns: He/His
Email: wesleycase@my.unt.edu Cell: 972-762-2877

Class Info

Time: Monday & Wednesday 5:00pm-6:50pm
Location: 262
Concert Dates:

0 9/5 - Syndicate @ 9:00pm-midnight
0 9/22 - Syndicate @ 12:00pm-12:50pm

0 10/10 — Syndicate @ 9:00pm-midnight o Possibly more!
Course Objectives

Learn to blend with other guitarists in band as one section, similar to a horn section in a
big band.
Improve your sKkills in reading, soloing, and accompanying in various styles and
situations.
Guitarists will arrange one chart for the guitar ensemble. Arrangements will need to
have 5
guitar parts, one bass part, and one drum part. This can be an original tune or a jazz
standard.
Grading/Assignments
Your grade will be made up of three separate components this semester

1) Attendance (33.3%)

2) Preparation (33.3%)

3) Arrangement (33.4%)
Student Arrangements
Your major project for the semester will be to complete one arrangement for the guitar
ensemble (5 guitars, bass, and drums). This arrangement may be an original
composition or a jazz standard. Parts and score will need to be computer notated. We
will discuss this project further during class time and | will be available to help.

0 10/09: Composition/arrangement selection due
o 10/23: First draft of arrangement due (ready to play with ensemble)

0 10/30: Final arrangement due
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Attendance Policy

Unexcused absences are not acceptable in an ensemble. Communication is key to avoid issues
with attendance and in the event of an absence you should send a sub with your folder. If you
do need to miss a class for a medical issue or for a school related function, let me know before
class and | will consider excusing it.

Please inform the instructor if you are unable to attend class meetings because you are ill, in
mindfulness of the health and safety of everyone in our community. Contact the UNT COVID
Team at COVID@unt.edu for guidance on actions to take due to symptoms, pending or positive
test results, or potential exposure.

Equipment:

The charts that we will play often ask for pedals or require a range typical of a solid body or a
semi- hollow body guitar. If you have one, please consider using this instrument in this
ensemble. Solid body or semi-hollow body guitars will also help us achieve a better blend.

COVID-19 Impact on Attendance

While attendance is expected as outlined above, it is important for all of us to be mindful of the
health and safety of everyone in our community, especially given concerns about COVID-19.
Please contact me if you are unable to attend class because you are ill, or unable to attend
class due to a related issue regarding COVID-19. It is important that you communicate with me
prior to being absent so | may make a decision about accommodating your request to be
excused from class.

If you are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19 please seek medical attention from the
Student Health and Wellness Center (940-565-2333 or askSHWC@unt.edu) or your health care
provider PRIOR to coming to campus. UNT also requires you to contact the UNT COVID Hotline
at 844-366-5892 or COVID@unt.edu for guidance on actions to take due to symptoms, pending
or positive test results, or potential exposure. While attendance is an important part of
succeeding in this class, your own health, and the health of others in the community, is more
important.

Statement on Face Covering

UNT encourages everyone to wear a face covering when indoors, regardless of vaccination
status, to protect yourself and others from COVID infection, as recommended by current CDC
guidelines. Face covering guideline could change based on community health conditions.

UNT Policies

Academic Integrity Policy



Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences. According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student
Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors including,
but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and
sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or
sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University.
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UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students
seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to
verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an
accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s
specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA
notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any
delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for
every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class.
For additional information see the ODA website (https://disability.unt.edu/).

Prohibition of Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation (Policy 16.004)

The University of North Texas (UNT) prohibits discrimination and harassment because of race,
color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age,
disability, genetic information, veteran status, or any other characteristic protected under
applicable federal or state law in its application and admission processes; educational programs
and activities; employment policies, procedures, and processes; and university facilities. The
University takes active measures to prevent such conduct and investigates and takes remedial
action when appropriate.

Emergency Notification & Procedures

UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the
event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety
emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please
refer to Canvas for contingency plans for covering course materials.

Access to Information - Eagle Connect

Students’ access point for business and academic services at UNT is located at: my.unt.edu. All
official communication from the University will be delivered to a student’s Eagle Connect
account. For more information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect and how to
forward e-mail Eagle Connect (https://it.unt.edu/eagleconnect).



Important Notice for F-1 Students taking Distance Education Courses
Federal Regulation

To read detailed Immigration and Customs Enforcement regulations for F-1 students taking
online courses, please go to the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations website
(http://www.ecfr.gov/). The specific portion concerning distance education courses is located at
Title 8 CFR 214.2 Paragraph (f)(6)(i) (G).

The paragraph reads:

(G) For F-1 students enrolled in classes for credit or classroom hours, no more than the
equivalent of one class or three credits per session, term, semester, trimester, or quarter may be
counted toward the full course of study requirement if the class is taken on-line or through
distance education and does not require the student's physical attendance for classes,
examination or other purposes integral to completion of the class. An on-line or distance
education course is a course that is offered principally through the use of television, audio, or
computer transmission including open broadcast, closed circuit,
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cable, microwave, or satellite, audio conferencing, or computer conferencing. If the F-1 student's
course of study is in a language study program, no on-line or distance education classes may
be considered to count toward a student's full course of study requirement.

University of North Texas Compliance

To comply with immigration regulations, an F-1 visa holder within the United States may need to
engage in an on-campus experiential component for this course. This component (which must
be approved in advance by the instructor) can include activities such as taking an on-campus
exam, participating in an on-campus lecture or lab activity, or other on-campus experience
integral to the completion of this course.

If such an on-campus activity is required, it is the student’s responsibility to do the following:

(1) Submit a written request to the instructor for an on-campus experiential component within
one week of the start of the course.

(2) Ensure that the activity on campus takes place and the instructor documents it in writing with
a notice sent to the International Student and Scholar Services Office. ISSS has a form
available that you may use for this purpose.

Because the decision may have serious immigration consequences, if an F-1 student is unsure
about his or her need to participate in an on-campus experiential component for this course,



s/he should contact the UNT International Student and Scholar Services Office (telephone
940-565-2195 or email internationaladvising@unt.edu) to get clarification before the one-week
deadline.

Student Verification

UNT takes measures to protect the integrity of educational credentials awarded to students
enrolled in distance education courses by verifying student identity, protecting student privacy,
and notifying students of any special meeting times/locations or additional charges associated
with student identity verification in distance education courses.

See UNT Policy 07-002 Student Identity Verification, Privacy, and Notification and Distance
Education Courses (https://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-002).

Academic Support & Student Services

Student Support Services
Mental Health

UNT provides mental health resources to students to help ensure there are numerous outlets to
turn to that wholeheartedly care for and are there for students in need, regardless of the nature

of an issue or its severity. Listed below are several resources on campus that can support your

academic success and mental well-being:

Student Health and Wellness Center (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-health-and-
wellness-center)

Counseling and Testing Services
(https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services) University of North Texas
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UNT Care Team (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/care)

UNT Psychiatric Services (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness-
center/services/psychiatry)

Individual Counseling (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-
services/services/individual-counseling)
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